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OP-ED 


Bhutto’s role in the 1965 War 


It would be hard to believe in today's Pakistan that as Foreign Minister, Bhutto had the masses and 
the majority of the military command under his spell 


Zulfiquar Rao a ae 


Shares 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2018 


Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was a lone star under Ayub Khan’s regime, who enjoyed 
exceptional influence among both the masses and the military establishment. 
Despite being from a landed aristocratic family from Sindh and studying in the west, 
Bhutto’s vision of Pakistan was laced with a complicated identity of Socialism and 
Islam. 


For instance, although back in 1960’s the eastern wing of the country was virtually 
located in South-East Asia, Bhutto saw Pakistan more as a part of the Middle East. 
He saw the unresolved issue of Kashmir as very important, in line with the same 
mindset. While he campaigned for Ayub’s presidential election campaign in 
December 1964 against Fatima Jinnah, not only did he accuse Fatima, the sister of 
MA Jinnah, of being a CIA agent but also promised masses that once they voted 


Ayub into presidency, he himself will make sure that an action oriented cam| 
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launched in Kashmir to liberate it from Indian occupation. For good Measure, oaks mid-air in KP’s Battagram 


added that Fatima Jinnah would never have such a vision. The irony was th. 
herself was supported by rightwing parties such as the Jamaat-e-Islami und 
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